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W elcome to our �rst 
Shanghai Report in 
association with the 
Shanghai Municipal 

Tourism Administration. C&IT and  
CEI have teamed up to bring you the 
very best inspiration and the latest 
developments from this dynamic city.

Take your pick from the luxury 
properties ready to welcome corporate 
groups on either side of the Huangpu River 
or discover the boutique and designer-sleek 
gems of the Xintiandi district.

Purpose-built venues are plentiful – 
capacity is not an issue planners will face, 
with an array of modern conference and 
expo space on offer, while smaller groups 
may opt for a more unusual backdrop or 
one of many venues in the sky.

After the hard work, kick back and 
enjoy the more leisurely side of the city. 
Traditional and culture-based incentives 
are a must, and after a gastronomic 
odyssey at a chef’s table, head to one of 
the hottest new lounge bars and enjoy  
the skyline at night.

Shanghai 
splendour
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TT YANG
CEO Asia, Uniplan

What trends have you 
noticed in Shanghai’s 
events segment? More and 
more, ROI is becoming an 
important question asked 
by marketers, and 

companies are constantly looking for  
ways to connect their brands with the 
audience through engaging and 
personalised experiences. Live events help 
to bring back that human connection. 
Additionally, digital activations are 
becoming increasingly popular in 
Shanghai with an exciting toolset 
available, which allows brands to create 
more personalised experiences that also 
become part of a larger advertising, media 
or social campaign. 

What brings international brands to 
Shanghai to host events? Shanghai is an 
international city offering a wonderful 
choice of venues – urban skyscrapers, 
historical landscapes, The Bund, French 
Concession, art museums – and top 
international service providers. Most 
importantly, though, Shanghai now is a 
mature market oriented to international 
brands and is priced similar to other top-
tier international cities. However, we 
continue to see South-East Asia fighting 
for these global events by delivering more 
value for money.

PATRICK CHEN
Deputy Director International Tourism 
Promotion Dept., Shanghai Municipal 
Tourism Administration

What’s new in the Shanghai 
C&I market? There are a 
number of initiatives and 
developments taking  
place this year. The new 
144-hour-transit, visa-free 
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policy that was launched at the end of 
January will make it much easier for 
business people and C&I guests to  
travel to Shanghai. 

Meanwhile, the opening of the Shanghai 
Disney Resort, scheduled for June 2016, 
will provide a particularly unique venue  
for the Shanghai C&I market. Other big 
projects such as the recently opened 
National Convention and Exhibition 
Center, and the Shanghai Tower – the 
tallest building in Shanghai – have given  
us new selling points. 

How is Shanghai positioned compared with 
other cities in China? Shanghai is a more 
commercial city than Beijing, and while  
we may not be as prominent as Beijing for 
international association meetings, over  
the past ten years we have been promoting 
Shanghai as a destination for association  
as well as corporate meetings. Today, 
Shanghai is in the top ten cities in Asia 
Pacific in the International Congress and 
Conference Association (ICCA) rankings. 

There are now more cities in China that 
are getting involved in the C&I sector, and 
some of them will be outstanding in the 
coming years. That being said, we find that 
countries such as Australia are selecting 
Shanghai as their first destination for  
C&I over other cities in China.

VIOLET WANG
Destination Manager Shanghai,  
Pacific World

How do you anticipate the 
industry will perform in 
2016? This year will be  
the most booming year in 
the past five years in the 
Shanghai C&I market,  

with global economic trends shifting 
towards Asia. Pharmaceutical meetings  
in particular are still high in volume, as 
2015 was a successful year for pharma 
companies. And although budgets are 

generally shrinking, we find it is seldom  
the main consideration for buyers when 
choosing a product; quality and uniqueness 
are the deciding factors. 

What trends have you seen in the Shanghai 
MICE industry? International corporate 
conferences and association congresses are 
showing a stronger interest than ever in 
holding their events in China. Incentive 
groups and product launches are also 
increasingly looking at unique secondary 
destinations such as Chengdu and Yunnan, 
and sea cruises are also becoming more 
popular for corporate incentives.

M AY 2016

Sky high 
Shanghai is  
in ICCA’s top  
ten cities in  
Asia Pacific

FIVE INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS GIVE THEIR VIEWS ON SHANGHAI’S EVENTS OFFER
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IRENE QIN
Senior Manager, Destination China

What are your key 
incentive markets? We 
locate a lot of our sales 
team overseas, who 
connect us with clients. 
About 95 per cent of our 

clients are from overseas, introduced  
to us by our sales people or by hotels.  
We are, however, starting to do business 
visits to domestic companies, though it is 
difficult as this business takes a different 
form. Domestic companies tend to be 
mainly concerned about price rather than 

creativity, while international companies 
place more importance on the experience.

What are some of the main challenges you 
face as a DMC? It is becoming harder for us 
to do incentives and meetings. A few years 
ago we could do events in the Shanghai 
Museum or Shanghai Confucius Temple. 
These sorts of heritage venues have been 
very popular with our clients in the past, 
but in the past year or so many of them 
have been closed to corporate events as the 
local government is concerned about the 
buildings’ preservation.

We are looking for different, and also 
less expensive, venues to serve as 

alternatives. We’re also making our 
itineraries more interesting, with 
reinvented programmes as well as new 
venues. While a lot of companies’ budgets 
are getting smaller, creative ideas don’t 
necessarily require a large budget, though 
it doesn’t hurt to have one.

MERRISA XIA
Country Director China, Banks Sadler

Why use a venue-sourcing 
agent in Shanghai? In 
China, standalone venue-
sourcing companies are not 
a service that is seen in the 
market. Most Chinese 

companies prefer to use just one agency to 
provide end-to-end services. However, this 
comes with compliance risks as these 
agencies often have to outsource their 
services. We are trying to educate the 
market, the clients and the hotels about the 
value of standalone services. After a few 
years we can look at the trends for the  
type of venues that are being chosen and  
we can go back to the hotels and negotiate 
special agreements with them for discounts 
for clients with a lot of meetings and a  
high spend.

How does Shanghai compare with other 
MICE markets? Shanghai is quite 
international and is probably one of the 
easiest cities to do meetings and events  
in China. Hotel salespeople can 
communicate well in English and the 
contracts are all in English. There are, 
however, certain cultural differences  
that could pose challenges for 
international bookers. For example, in  
the United States rental fees aren’t charged 
on meeting rooms; everything is food  
and beverage. In China, though, it is very 
common for venues to charge for meeting 
space rental, and overseas buyers may  
not expect that. 

By Craig Bright



PUDONG
Pudong Shangri-
La, East Shanghai
One of the first hotels to open – in 1998 – 
as Pudong began its spread, the  
Shangri-La took a prime waterfront 
position, added its ‘hotel within a hotel’ 
Grand Tower in 2005 and now has 952 
rooms. Overall, there’s 7,600m2 of indoor 
and outdoor event space including the 
stunning China Hall, which can cater for 
1,700. Being big doesn’t mean the little 
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T
he �ow of daily 
life in Shanghai 
has always been 
intrinsically 
linked to the �ow 
of the Huangpu 

River, which courses its way 
through the centre of the city.

While The Bund on the river’s 
west has history on its side – it 
has long been home to some 
of the world’s most iconic 
buildings and hotel brands – 
Pudong on the east bank has 
welcomed massive, sky-high 
development over the past 20 
years and has evolved into a 
thriving business centre in its 
own right.

West or east, there is a range 
of options to meet the needs 
of corporate groups, no matter 
how large or small. Mathew 
Scott picks three top choices 
from each side of the Huangpu.

details are forgotten, though. The hotel 
recently hosted a full-day Estée Lauder 
training session and themed the décor and 
catering – especially the coffee breaks – 
with both the business at hand (the launch 
of the Night Repair product series was 
reflected in bedroom-themed chillout 
areas) and Chinese New Year.

WHERE 33 Fu Cheng Rd 
TEL +86 21 6882 8888 
WEB shangri-la.com/pudong

The Ritz-Carlton 
Shanghai, Pudong
Occupying the north tower of the Shanghai 
IFC building since 2010, The Ritz-Carlton 
has been a constant in various ‘best hotel’ 
lists ever since. Little wonder, as it boasts 
prime facilities along with a prime location. 
The ‘Art Deco redux’ design houses 285 
rooms and 2,600m2 of meeting space.  
The grand ballroom is 1,135m2 and there 
are four multi-purpose rooms and two 

M AY 2016

Prime 
position 
Pudong 
Shangri-La, 
East Shanghai

T HREE OF T HE BEST HOTELS FOR EV EN TS ON EACH SIDE OF T HE H UANGPU R I V ER
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T HREE OF T HE BEST HOTELS FOR EV EN TS ON EACH SIDE OF T HE H UANGPU R I V ER

boardrooms. Then there’s Flair, which lays 
claim to being the highest rooftop bar in 
the city, and is available for teambuilding 
activities and cocktail receptions.

WHERE Shanghai ifc, 8 Century Ave 
TEL  +86 21 2020 1888 
WEB ritzcarlton.com/shanghaipudong

Sheraton Grand 
Shanghai Pudong 
Hotel
Fittingly for a hotel that has been catering 
for the business market since 2007, the 
Sheraton features 525 rooms and 141 

apartment suites – and is situated in the 
very heart of Pudong, surrounded by  
its shopping and entertainment streets. 
With more than 1,500m2 of function space 
– including a pillarless grand ballroom 
spanning 1,020m2 – the property prides 
itself on versatility and has in the past 
catered for groups of five to 1,000.  
There’s also a kids club for delegates 
bringing families, while both Chinese and 
Western banquets can be arranged.

WHERE 38 Pujian Rd 
TEL +86 21 5089 9999 
WEB starwoodhotels.com/sheraton 

THE BUND 
Waldorf Astoria 
Shanghai on  
the Bund
The building’s Baroque Revival design has 
been around since 1910 when original 
tenants – the men-only Shanghai Club  
(circa 1861) – decided to upgrade facilities. 
Hotels and other clubs moved in from 1949, 
and the Waldorf took up residence in 2010, 
expanding into a new tower and opening 
260 rooms while adding its own refined 
sense of five-star luxury to the experience. 
The property makes full use of the expansive 
river views and big groups can be catered for 
in the ballroom with viewing balconies, or 
even the fountain-filled courtyard within the 
old grounds, which can host 500. There are 
a further eight meeting rooms in the new 
tower. Chinese, Western or individually 
requested banquets are also catered for.

WHERE 2 Zhongshan East 1st Rd 
TEL +86 21 6322 9988 
WEB waldorfastoriashanghai.com

Hyatt on the Bund, 
Shanghai
The vistas – especially from Vue bar – have 
been wowing groups since the 620-room 
hotel (below left) took pride of place at The 
Bund’s northern reaches in 2007. Other 
Hyatt properties to open in the meantime 
might be taller, but here you can almost feel 
the River’s pulse. The grand ballroom seats 
around 900, the Bund ballroom 400, and 
there are nine meeting rooms, as well three 
small rooms for a maxium of ten Bund 
Club Room members. The Glasshouse 
pavilion and terrace offers a unique setting 
for banquets and cocktail parties.

WHERE 199 Huangpu Rd 
TEL +86 21 6393 1234 
WEB shanghai.bund.hyatt.com

Hotel Indigo 
Shanghai on  
the Bund
A boutique brand from IHG, the Indigo is 
nestled right against the river and fashions 
itself as an ‘art hotel’, catering for smaller 
groups of creatives – from ten to 100. 
Management also like to say it’s the unique 
touches that make all the difference – check 
out the beanbags in the ‘brainstorming 
room’. Opened in 2010, the property offers 
184 rooms, five meetings rooms and a 
rooftop bar with sweeping views over the 
lights of The Bund, and Pudong across  
the water. The ancient Yu Gardens are a 
ten-minute walk away.

 
WHERE 585 Zhongshan Dong Er Rd 
TEL +86 21 3302 9999 
WEB shanghai.hotelindigo.com
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S
ince Shanghai 
hosted World 
Expo in 2010, the 
largest world fair 
in history by size, 
attendance, and 

international participants, the 
city has continued to impress 
when it comes to hosting large-
scale meetings and events. 
Investment in purpose-built 
exhibition and convention 
centres is ongoing and groups 
are spoilt for choice with the 
range of venues and facilities  
on offer. By Kim Benjamin 

M AY 2016

The National Exhibition and Convention 
Center (NECC), located near the 
Hongqiao transport hub, completed its 
second phase of construction in January 
2015. This sealed its reputation as the 
world’s largest exhibition venue in terms 
of size, with 400,000m2 of indoor 
exhibition space and 100,000m2 outdoors. 

SH ANGH A I’S STOCK OF V EN U ES M A KES IT A MECCA FOR LARGE-SCALE EV EN TS

PURPOSE-BUILT VENUES

Conference facilities include a 10,000m2 
multifunctional hall catering for up to 
3,000 guests, alongside a 1,000m2 
banqueting room and 60 meeting rooms. 
The Intercontinental Shanghai NECC, the 
only hotel nestled within the complex, is 
expected to open in the second half of this 
year, and will offer 543 rooms, a 960m2 
grand ballroom and state-of-the-art 
multifunction meeting facilities. NECC’s 
past events include the 2015 Shanghai 
Auto Show and next month it will 
welcome The Health Industry Summit 
2016, the world’s biggest healthcare show.

The Shanghai New International Expo 
Centre (SNIEC) in Pudong, which opened 
in 2001 with four halls, has undergone 
twelve expansion phases since then and 

now comprises 17 column-free, ground-
level exhibition halls, covering 200,000m2 
of indoor and 100,000m2 of outdoor 
space. For conferences, there are a further 
51 meeting rooms, the largest catering for 
up to 220 theatre-style; SNIEC also 
upgraded its wi-fi system and food-and-
beverage facilities earlier this year.  

On a smaller scale, but no less 
impressive is the Shanghai International 
Convention Center (SICEC), also located 
in the Pudong district, with a total floor 
space of around 110,000m2. SICEC offers 
conference space for between 20 and 
3,000 people, with the Grand Ballroom 
on the second floor the largest pillarless 
ballroom in Shanghai, spanning 409m2. 

Shanghai World Expo Exhibition & 
Convention Center (SWEECC), on the 
former site of the World Expo on the east 
riverside of the Huangpu River, has four 
exhibition halls and a conference zone 
comprising 11 meetings spaces, the  
largest accommodating 780 delegates 
theatre-style. 

Other large-scale convention and 
exhibition centres include the city’s oldest, 
the Shanghai Exhibition Center (SEC), 
located close to the former French 
Concession, built in 1955. A major 
Shanghai landmark, SEC was for many 
years the tallest building in Shanghai and 
offers a total floor space of 80,000m2.  
The Shanghai Everbright Convention & 
Exhibition Center lies in the southwest of 
the city, located at the intersection of 
Xujiahui Commercial Center and 
Caohejing High-tech Development Zone. 
The venue is comprised of the west and 
east exhibition halls and offers 24,155m2 
of exhibition space. 

For a more unusual choice of convention 
centre, check out the Shanghai 
Automobile Exhibition Center. Designed 
for large-scale automobile exhibitions as 
well as conferences, it is one of the city’s 
most modern purpose-built venues for 
events, located in Anting Town in the Jia 
Ding district. 

Big business (inset) 
Shanghai Exhibition 
Center; (above) 
Shanghai International 
Convention Center
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1933
One of the most sought-after venues in 
Shanghai, 1933 (below) has been converted 
from an Art Deco-influenced abattoir into 
a sprawling 32,500m2 complex, focused  
on three core elements – design, lifestyle 
and learning. “This heritage-listed 
building has kept almost all of its 
distinctive structures, including columns, 
flyovers, stairs and ramps, giving guests 
valuable insight into Shanghai’s glorious 
past,” says Pico TBA’s Lim. There’s 
something to suit every group, from glass 
floors that can sustain car weight to a raw 
and versatile space, and there is easy access 
to the venue from the Bund. 
1933shanghai.com

Pearl Tower
The 468m-high Oriental Pearl Radio & TV 
Tower in Pudong, by the Huangpu River, is 
one of the city’s most recognised landmarks, 
comprising of a lower, middle and upper 
sphere and a ‘space capsule’ at the top, with 
eye-opening views of the city. The Shanghai 
History Museum is located at the base of 
the Pearl and there is a 360-cover revolving 
restaurant at the top that can be used for 
events. “It is hard to get into, but Pearl 
Tower is the icon of Shanghai and there are 
a lot of fun things for groups to do there – 
for a once-in-a-lifetime experience, think 
boat cruise on the Huangpu River followed 
by dinner at the Pearl,” says Tina Li, event 
project manager, China at BI Worldwide.
orientalpearltower.com 

FI V E OF T HE BEST EV EN T SPACES W IT H A DIFFERENCE

UNUSUAL VENUES

Executive library, 
JW Marriott 
Shanghai  at 
Tomorrow Square 
For smaller groups in search of a stylish 
venue for a private event or a cocktail party 
with a view, the 342-room JW Marriott 
Shanghai Tomorrow Square in downtown 
Puxi has the highest library in the world 
(above), which can be used for events. 
Located on the 60th floor of the building, 
the space caters for between ten and 15 
people. A secret balcony at the top of the 
hotel can also be accessed through a 
Batman-style sliding bookrack in the 
library, which doubles as a hidden door.
marriott.co.uk

The Bridge 8 
creative park
Located in the middle of Jianguo Road,  
the park was formerly home to a brake 
factory but is now a prime example of the 
‘sharing economy’ in China; it operates as a 
creative hub and incubator for a range of 
creatives, including artists and designers. 
“Creative professionals from different 

disciplines collaborate with and inspire each 
other in this abandoned factory, resulting in 
an energetic, creative and dynamic space,” 
says Pico TBA Consulting Group’s Darren 
Lim. Several spaces can be used for events, 
hosting 80-200 people standing.
bridge8.com

The Waterhouse 
For an all-in-one dining, cocktail and 
boutique hotel experience, head to The 
Waterhouse (below) in Shanghai’s old town, 
by the Huangpu River. The compound, 
consisting of previously abandoned 
warehouses by the docks, comprises a 
19-room boutique hotel, Table No1, a 
restaurant by celebrity chef Jason Atherton 
and a rooftop cocktail bar offering stunning 
views of the Bund. An adjacent 743m2 
warehouse caters for up to 800 for events. 
waterhouseshanghai.com





 SH A NGH A I R E PORT 11M AY 2016

Garden Studios, 
Andaz Xintiandi 
Shanghai
Located in the heart of the Xintiandi area, 
Garden Studios is on the top floor of the 
boutique-style, 307-room Andaz Xintiandi 
Shanghai hotel (above), operated by Hyatt 
Hotels & Resorts. Opened just under three 
years ago, the residential-style venue 
houses a glass pavilion surrounded by 
water and two outdoor terraces, which can 
host barbecues for groups. Garden Studios’ 
event spaces include Studios 1 and 2, 
seating up to 100 banquet-style; the 
Pavilion, suited to cocktail parties for up to 
60 and with 360-degree views of the city; 
and Studios 3 and 5, for more intimate 
events or boardroom meetings. An open 
kitchen provides an interactive culinary 
experience, while design touches include an 
Art Deco metal lattice and a chequerboard 
marble floor. From the glass pavilion, a 
glass lift descends directly into the Ballroom, 
which caters for up to 330 guests.
shanghai.andaz.hyatt.com

Mandarin 
Oriental Pudong
Housing a collection of more than 4,000 
original artworks in public spaces and 
guestrooms, the 362-room Mandarin 
Oriental (below) oozes design cool on every 
floor. Opened in 2013 on the east bank of 
the Huangpu River in the Lujiazui financial 
district, the hotel has an outdoor event 
space in the form of landscaped gardens, 
hosting up to 2,000 guests. The Grand 
Ballroom, featuring a contemporary design 
with a crystal chandelier and backlit blue 
glass walls, caters for up to 500 but the 
space can be divided into three for more 
intimate functions. The Oriental Ballroom 
features the same design but on a smaller 

scale, suited to 250 for events. Private 
dining options are available, with eight 
rooms in Yong Yi Tang, the hotel’s Chinese 
restaurant, one with access to an outdoor 
sunken courtyard. The hotel’s modern 
French grill restaurant, Fifty 8°, features 
elements from Shanghai’s Art Deco era, 
with a geometrical patterned floor and  
a steel bar.
mandarinoriental.com

Kee Club
This private members’ club (above), which 
is not open to the public, can be used by 
corporate groups for one-off events and is 
set on the third and fourth floors of twin 
1920s grand stone villas on the Huaihai 
Road Middle in central Shanghai, the 
former French Concession’s main road. 
The venue can host cocktail receptions for 
up to 240 and sit-down dinners for a 
maximum of 80 guests in four different 
rooms, including the Library for up to ten 
seated on one round table. The fourth floor 
houses the Vacheron Constantin Salon, 
which has a private terrace, suited to 
meetings for up to 22 or receptions for  
30; and the Alfred Dunhill Salon, which 
caters for 20 for dinner on one long table. 
For outdoor events, the Kee Garden can 
host up to 350. Rooms are dressed with 
European artworks, antiques and designer 
furnishings, while the building has stained-
glass windows and tiled stone balconies.
smartshanghai.com

T HREE OF T HE MOST ST YLISH AN D CREAT I V ELY DESIGNED V EN U ES

DESIGN COOL
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IDEAS TO HELP COR POR ATE GROU PS GET A FLAVOUR OF SH ANGH A I

INCENTIVE ACTIVITIES

buildings on the eastern side bearing 
trademarks of the Qing Dynasty era, the 
last great empire to rule the region, and  
the Ming Dynasty, which preceded it. 
These include red columns, white-washed 
walls and roofs with upturned eaves.  
If that’s not enough to feast your eyes on, 
there are plenty of centuries-old shops and 
noodle restaurants, ideal for browsing  
and for a spot to eat. 

Buddhist culture
Groups can find out more about Buddhist 
culture with a visit to the Jade Buddha 
Temple, one of the most famous Buddhist 
temples in Shanghai, located in the western 
part of the city. Founded in 1882, it houses 
two white jade Buddha statues imported  
to Shanghai by sea from Myanmar.  
Groups can also visit the Great Hall, with 
its many statues, and the Chamber of  

Four Heavenly Kings.  
The tour is suited to groups 
of up to 40. 

F1 racing
For speed demons, agency 
Pico recommends trying 
out the Shanghai F1 
circuit, the only one in the 

world that allows guests to experience 
what it is like to start a race in pole 
position. Logistics, including vehicles, 
instructors, and even stunt drivers can  
be arranged for groups. The F1 circuit, 
located in the southern part of the  
Antin area of Shanghai, also has a 
number of hospitality suites that can be 
converted into party venues, before or 
after the race.

Shanghai 
gangster tour
DMC Destination China recommends a 
tour to learn more about the crime lords 
who once ruled the city like kings. From 
‘Big Eared’ Du, with his lucky monkey 
heads, to ‘Pockmarked’ Huang and his 
police car drug distribution, groups can get 
to know some of the early 20th century’s 
most powerful gangsters. The tour is ideal 
for groups of up to 25 people, and as well 
as finding out how to cheat when playing 
card games such as Blackjack and Craps, 
curious delegates will get an insight into 
why colonial Shanghai’s casinos ensured 
they always came out on top.

By Kim Benjamin

Tailor-made  
city tours
Get off the beaten track with Shanghai 
Insiders, which organises city tours with 
motorbikes and sidecars showcasing 
Shanghai’s hidden gems. Tours can be 
tailored to specific themes including food, 
Chinese culture, architecture and the old 
versus the new. “These sidecar tours of 
Shanghai are the best way to discover the 
city, its secrets and its history,” says Tina 
Li, events project manager, China, at 
agency BI Worldwide. It’s also a great 
option for getting around the city’s traffic 
and the activity is ideally suited to groups 
of up to 20 at a time.

Traditional 
Chinese tea 
ceremony
Groups can opt to visit Huxinting  
Teahouse, the oldest existing teahouse in  
the city, to enjoy a Chinese tea ceremony.  
The two-storey pavilion with Chinese-style 
decoration is perched in the middle of a lake 
across from the Yuyuan Gardens and can 
host up to 200. Zenjoy, located on the edge  
of the French Concession, has private 
tearooms suited to groups, while Meet In 
Shanghai, the official site of the Shanghai 
Municipal Tourism Administrative 
Commission, also recommends Daketang, 
which has 17 private rooms on the upper  
level for small and large groups. 

Qing Dynasty 
experience
A wander through the 825-
metre long Shanghai Old 
Street, adjacent to Yuyuan 
Gardens, will give groups 
an insight into the city’s 
historical and cultural 
roots, taking delegates 
back in time. The street is 
divided into eastern and 
western sections, with 

Taste of 
tradition 
Huxinting 
Teahouse
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SHANGHAI’S
landmark address
The Grand Hyatt Shanghai is a stunning venue 
for business events

Standout venue (top) Club Deluxe Room;  
(above) hotel exterior 

A
s Hyatt International’s flagship 

property in China, Grand 

Hyatt Shanghai caters to 

business events travellers by 

offering unrivalled service and 

facilities. The hotel features 

some of the city’s finest bars and restaurants plus 

extensive meeting facilities, including a Grand 

Ballroom that can host up to 1,200 delegates. 

Located in the centre of Lujiazui, Pudong’s 

business and financial area, and just ten minutes from The Bund, the  

548-room hotel is situated on the upper floors of the Jin Mao Tower. One of 

Shanghai’s most architecturally striking buildings, it stands 420 metres tall 

and features a dramatic 33-storey atrium. Another advantage is its proximity 

to the city’s airports: Grand Hyatt Shanghai is the closest five-star hotel from 

Pudong International Airport at approximately 45 minutes’ drive away, while 

Shanghai Hong Qiao International Airport is a 30-minute drive.

Mixing art deco with traditional Chinese style, the spacious guestrooms all 

feature stunning views over Shanghai and have complimentary broadband and 

wireless Internet access. The generously sized bathrooms are an undoubted 

highlight, featuring high-tech shower-towers with three shower heads, heated 

mirrors in the shower cubicle for shaving and a separate bathtub. 

Business events travellers seeking an even higher level of personalised service 

can book a 40m2 Grand Club room located on a private concierge floor with  

a spacious work area. Club guests can enjoy complimentary continental 

breakfast, evening cocktails served with deluxe hors d’oeuvres and coffee and 

tea in the exclusive two-storey Bund View Grand Club Lounge. An executive 

boardroom is also available for Grand Club guests.

To wind down after a day of meetings, guests can head over to Club Oasis, 

the Grand Hyatt’s fitness and recreational area. In addition to comprehensive 

health club facilities and spa treatments, there is a sky pool that features 

breathtaking panoramas of the Shanghai skyline.

Those looking to entertain clients can arrange to meet in one of Grand 

Hyatt Shanghai’s ten restaurants and bars, including Club Jin Mao, for some 

of the best Shanghainese food in the city; and sky lounge Cloud 9, which offers 

360-degree views over the city skyline. 

Grand Hyatt Shanghai’s event and conference facilities include the 920m2 

Grand Ballroom, which can host up to 1,200 delegates for a reception and 792 

for a banquet. Also suitable for large groups, the 665m2 Crystal Ballroom can 

hold 800 people for a reception and 480 for a banquet. The events space also 

features 11 separate meeting rooms, including Polaris on the 53rd floor. 

The hotel’s extensive meeting facilities are offered alongside an excellent 

range of facilities and services, all of which will ensure your event at the Grand 

Hyatt Shanghai will be a memorable one. 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

CONTACT 
Anita Yuan
Email: anita.yuan@hyatt.com
Web: shanghai.grand.hyatt.com



HYATT name, design and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation. ©2016 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

VALUE MEETING PACKAGE
Imagine meeting at the hotel with the best view in Shanghai and 5 minutes walk to
the bund. Start to plan your event with Hyatt on the Bund and enjoy a wide selection
of exclusive benefits.

For reservation or more information, please visit shanghai.bund.hyatt.com
or contact +86 21 6393 1234.
Hyatt. You’re More Than Welcome.

HYATT ON THE BUND
199 Huangpu Road, People’s Republic of China
Shanghai 200080
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D
ynamic, 
crowded and 
of impossibly 
gargantuan 
proportions, 
Shanghai is 

unmistakably a Chinese city. 
Nevertheless, this teeming 
metropolis on the eastern 
seaboard of the Middle 
Kingdom is also the country’s 
most international conurbation. 
More akin to Hong Kong 
than to Beijing, its gleaming 
skyscrapers, no-holds-barred 
nightlife and totems to the latest 
fads are about as beholden to 
Communism as a Starbucks-
sipping commodity broker. 
Duncan Forgan picks the best 
venues from which to enjoy the 
action from an elevated perch.

ELEVATED STRUCT URES OF AN AW E-I NSPIR I NG KI N D

VENUES IN THE SKY

 Shook!
The jewel in the crown of the Swatch Art 
Peace Hotel (below) – an exclusive boutique 
property at the confluence of the Bund and 
the commercial thoroughfare of Nanhing 
Dong Lu – Shook! is a fantastic place for a 
stylish business banquet. In contrast with 
the sleek new skyscrapers on the Pudong 
side of the Huangpu River, the architecture 
here has a timeless feel. That’s especially 
true of the attractive terrace, which has 
stone cupolas and domes at each corner. 
The menu encompasses a wide range of 
styles, including pan-Asian and Western 
dishes. The real clincher, however, is the 
venue’s wine cellar, which is regarded as 
one of the best in Shanghai and stocks 
vintages dating back to 1945.
shookrestaurantshanghai.com

The Roof at 
Waterhouse
The Waterhouse at South Bund is, in  
many ways, a perfect one-stop shop for 
conferencing at the more stylish end of  
the spectrum. Designed by Shanghai 
architecture firm Nei+Hu, the one-time 
army building is now a multi-purpose 
space that incorporates a stylish 19-room 
boutique hotel as well as a 743m2 pillarless, 
multi-purpose warehouse with a capacity 
for up to 800 guests. Perhaps its greatest 
asset, however, is the aptly named Roof bar 
(pictured), where the Pudong skyline can 
be savoured from a southerly vantage 
point. While the views are a strong selling 
point, exemplary and delicious Spanish-
inspired cocktails (try a mojito with mint 
sourced directly from the in-house herb 
garden) up the ante still further. 
waterhouseshanghai.com

 Shanghai Tower
In a city that is not short in awe-inspiring 
vertical structures, the new Shanghai 
Tower stands out. Located in the city’s 
burgeoning Lujiazui financial district, the 
632m-high skyscraper is now China’s 
tallest building and is only topped in global 
terms by the Burj Khalifa in Dubai. 
Unsurprisingly, given its stature, the tower 
is set to become a prime spot for events, 
with restaurants, cafes and sky lobbies 
(areas open to the public) scattered liberally 
throughout. The 258-room J Hotel will 
offer luxury accommodation and elevated 
MICE facilities between floors 84 and  
110, while one of the two viewing decks 
towards the top of the building will be 
reserved for events.
shanghaitower.com.cn



Chef’s Table 
The Park Hyatt prides itself on its 
exclusivity – and its views – and Chef’s 
Table makes full use of both. Situated on 
the 87th floor, Chef’s Table can cater for  
up to 22 guests for a sit-down dinner with 
cocktail service, or for up to 28 guests  
for a pastry masterclass that will put your 
group’s own cooking skills to the test. 
Menus come tailormade featuring local 
and international cuisines and with access 
to the hotel’s impressive wine cellar, which 
boasts more than 500 labels.

WHERE Park Hyatt Shanghai,  
100 Century Ave, Pudong
TEL +86 21 6888 1234  
(ext: 4559/4560/4561)
WEB shanghai.park.hyatt.com

GASTRONOMY
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F
ine-dining in 
Shanghai re�ects 
the cosmopolitan 
nature of the city. 

Visiting groups 
can delve into the 

famed benbang (local) cuisine 
but chefs across the metropolis 
have also scoured the world 
looking for inspiration. 
Thankfully, the chef’s table 
concept has taken root in 
Shanghai, too, as it has globally. 
And it is here you can really 
gain an insight into the tricks 
of the trade. We take a look at 
some of the chef’s tables that 
are delighting Shanghai diners, 
including some places where 
groups can learn a few tricks  
to take home. By Mathew Scott

M AY 2016

CHEF ’S TABLE EXPER IENCES AN D W HERE TO LEARN TR ICKS OF T HE TR ADE
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Yi Long Court
A maximum of just eight diners means 
your group will certainly be well attended 
to if you book the chef’s table at the 
acclaimed Yi Long Court, one of the most 
popular venues in Shanghai for the 
Cantonese cuisine crafted by the city’s 
southern cousins. Windows open onto  
the kitchen as Hong Kong-born executive 
chef Dicky To and his team prepare 
traditional Cantonese fare including beef 
in black pepper sauce (wok-fried with 
asparagus, lily bulbs and garlic). The menu 
can also be tailor-made to suit your 
group’s tastes.

WHERE The Peninsula Shanghai,  
32 Zhongshan East 1st Rd, Huangpu
TEL +86 21 2327 6742
WEB shanghai.peninsula.com

EGG 
After establishing Shanghai’s first supper 
club (shsupperclub.com), chef Camden 
Hauge expanded his repertoire last year, 
opening what has become the place for 
breakfast, brunch and beyond in the city.  
It wasn’t long before Hauge’s mind turned 
to the growing popularity of the chef’s table 
concept. “Around the world, but especially 
in Shanghai, diners are now looking for 
one-off experiences versus just another 
night at a buzzy new restaurant,” says 
Hauge. Hence, he says, establishing EGG’s 
weekly Chef’s Table has been a natural 
progression. Hauge now offers intimate 
groups of no more than ten diners an 
experience that showcases the talents of 
Shanghai’s top chefs. These kitchen masters 
provide “unexpected menus to surprise 
guests”, often mixing local and 
international cuisine. Corporate bookings 
are welcomed but the advice is to contact 
Hauge well in advance.

WHERE 12 Xiangyang Bei Rd, Jingan 
TEL +86 186 1675 7561 
WEB eggshanghai.com

M AY 2016

Yong Yi Ting
Chef Tony Lu has garnered a well-deserved 
reputation – and high praise from the likes 
of master chef Ferran Adria – for his refined 
take on the jiang nan cuisine from the 
southern reaches of the Yangtze River, 
famed for its delicate flavours and for the 
way it highlights such seasonal treats as the 
sauteed fox nut with asparagus and tea oil. 
His Chef’s Table at Yong Yi Ting can cater 
for groups of up to 12, with the chef on 
hand for demonstrations as he prepares 
special degustation menus. Another option 
for larger groups is the Ju (or ‘togetherness’) 
function room, where the chefs work from 
what the hotel describes as an ‘interactive 
kitchen’, meaning guests can get up close 
and personal as they offer an à la minute 
option for snacks and refreshments.

WHERE Mandarin Oriental Pudong,  
111 Pudong Rd (S) 
TEL +86 21 2082 9888 
WEB mandarinoriental.com/shanghai

Cook in Shanghai
For an experience that’s certainly far more 
‘hands-on’, the teaching team at Cook in 
Shanghai can cater for groups from two to 
100 and will start you off with a trip to a 
nearby market and a search for ingredients. 
Then, a guest chef will share some of the 
secrets of Shanghai cuisine and set your 
group off to work.  Translators and 
assistants are provided to help you create up 
to three dishes in a three-hour session and 
you’re provided with a recipe card at the 
end so you can try these new-found 
culinary skills once you get back home, too. 
For a lesson that will include one dim sum 
dish and a tea ceremony the cost is 
180RMB (£20) per head; while three dishes 
will set you back 299RMB (£32). 

WHERE 269 Zhaojiabang Rd (near Jiashan 
Rd), Building 2, Room 502 
TEL +86 188 9050 5400 
WEB cookinshanghai.com

CHEF ’S TABLE EXPER IENCES AN D W HERE TO LEARN TR ICKS OF T HE TR ADE

Exclusive eats 
Chef’s Table at Park 

Hyatt Shanghai



Elegantly rising up from the dazzling lights of Lujiazui District, Grand Kempinski Hotel Shanghai
effortlessly blends European luxury, Kempinski's signature flair for service and the dynamism of the city. It
is a contemporary luxury hotel with 686 elegant guestrooms, four restaurants, three bars, a tranquil Spa and
15 banquet rooms, including the 705 square meters pillar-free Grand Ballroom for up to 800 guests.
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The House of 
Roosevelt
A neo-classical mansion dating from 1920, 
The House of Roosevelt is a collection of 
venues including a wine cellar, bistro,  
fine-dining restaurant (above) and the 
rooftop Roosevelt Sky Bar, with panoramic 
views of the Huangpu River. The building 
has a colourful history, having formerly 
been the offices of Hong Kong trading 
company Jardine Matheson, the Japanese 
Navy intelligence and the Shanghai Foreign 
Trade Commission.
27bund.com

Flair 
Rooftop restaurant and bar Flair, located 
at the top (58th floor) of the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel in Pudong offers a party atmosphere 
within a stylish and contemporary setting, 
with an indoor space with a loft-like 
ambience seating up to 100. The more 
casual outdoor space features lounge sofas 
catering for up to 132 guests. Flair is also 
the highest al fresco dining venue in China, 
offering a tapas-style menu with dishes 
from China, Japan, Indonesia, Thailand 

LATE-N IGHT SPOTS FOR DI N I NG, DR I N KI NG AN D DANCI NG

PLACES TO PARTY

and Vietnam, while the drinks menu 
features 40 different types of vodka.
ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/china/
shanghai-pudong

M1NT
Dance and enjoy drinks late into the night 
at M1NT (below), which has hosted events 
for Lamborghini, Jimmy Choo and L’Oréal. 
The venue, close to People’s Square and the 
Bund, on the 24th floor of the M1NT 
Tower, is divided into four areas. M1NT 
Club can host 600 for cocktail receptions, 
50 theatre-style or 20 for dinner, while 
M1NT Cocktail lounge caters for 160 for 
drinks with panoramic views of the Bund. 
For dinner, the restaurant can be hired 

exclusively for 150 or semi-privately for  
70, with the option of a chef’s table for 14. 
Private dining rooms are available for 70.
m1ntglobal.com/dining

Pop
On the seventh floor of the Three on the 
Bund complex, Miami beach-influenced 
rooftop bar Pop opened last June, with a 
funky, laid-back vibe, retro-chic decor 
including cartoon frescos and a menu 
featuring cocktails. The interior bar 
extends out to an outdoor terrace with 
views over the Lujiazui skyline. The seventh 
floor also houses sister restaurant Pop 
Brasserie, which opened in April last year 
and features US pop culture imagery.
threeonthebund.com

Bar Rouge
Part nightclub, part chic lounge, Bar Rouge 
opened in 2004 on the top floor of the 
heritage building Bund 18, and is one of 
Shanghai’s most iconic and glamorous 
nightspots. Its outdoor terrace with views 
over the Bund has a new theme and design 
every season. It caters for up to 900 guests 
or 350 seated – including 190 inside, 
around a rectangular bar, and 160 outside. 
Food comes from modern French eatery 
Mr and Mrs Bund or nouveau Cantonese 
restaurant Tan Wai Lou, all in Bund 18.
bar-rouge-shanghai.com 

Vue Bar 
Another place to see and be seen, Vue Bar 
is on the 32nd and 33rd floors of the  
620-room Hyatt on the Bund hotel. As its 
name suggests, Vue offers stunning vistas 
of both sides of the Huangpu River, taking 
in Shanghai’s waterfront and the Pudong 
business district. The 32nd floor space has 
a rustic, wine-themed design, with wine 
casks and wooden floors, while a rooftop 
terrace is on the floor above.
shanghai.bund.hyatt.com



Zhabei District. Offering 120 rooms,  
the luxury hotel, housed in the upper 12 
floors of a 40-storey building and with  
a design blending the modern and the 
traditional, will have an Italian-themed 
rooftop restaurant and bar. 

Set to scale even greater 
heights is the J-Hotel 

Shanghai, from Jin Jiang Hotels, China’s 
biggest operator. Once complete – slated 
for sometime this year – the 258-room 
property will be the highest hotel in the 
world, occupying the 84th to 110th floors 
of the new Shanghai Tower in Pudong’s 
Lujiazui district. 

Also opening this year, in July, is the 
Shanghai Hongqiao, Melia Hotels 
International’s eighth property in China. 
The 190-room hotel, located in west 
Shanghai and close to the National 
Convention and Exhibition Center, will 
offer meeting space and executive lounges. 

One of the most talked about projects in 
the city is the Shimao Wonderland 
Intercontinental resort, carved into the edge 
of an abandoned quarry on the outskirts of 

the city. With the property apparently now 
on track for completion in 2017, the resort 
will feature 328 rooms, with the lowest 
levels of the hotel, including a restaurant, 
located below water. 

The eagerly anticipated Shanghai Disney 
Resort will welcome its first guests in  
June, with the park showcasing six themed 
lands and two hotels, alongside 
Disneytown, a huge shopping, dining and 
entertainment district. 

A polar-themed ocean park is scheduled 
to open in 2017. Located near Dishui Lake 
in the Lingang area at the southeast of the 
city, Shanghai Haichang Polar Ocean 
World will include 12 display venues, four 
marine animal interactive programmes, 
three theatres and a further 15 
entertainment facilities.

From summer 2016, British Airways will 
fly to Shanghai from London on a Boeing 
787-9 Dreamliner, complete with a new 
First Cabin; and the airline also added  
an additional three flights a week to the 
route in February. Work began last year  
on a new terminal at Shanghai’s Pudong 
International Airport. The terminal will 
share departures, arrivals and transfers 
with the two existing terminals. Scheduled 
for completion in 2019, it will enable the 
airport to handle 80 million passengers.
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H
ip hotels, the 
ultimate in 
luxury resorts 
and two 
exciting new 
theme parks 

– Shanghai promises all this and 
more within the next two years. 
Kim Benjamin rounds up  
what’s coming soon.

M AY 2016

A R ANGE OF NEW OPEN I NGS W ILL TA KE SH ANGH A I TO T HE NEXT LEV EL

IN THE PIPELINE

Starwood will welcome its third W-branded 
hotel in China, W Shanghai The Bund, in 
January 2017. The 383-room 
property will offer sweeping 
views of the Huangpu River 
and 5,300m2 of event space, 
spanning 17 meeting rooms, 
with the Grand Ballroom 
being the largest. 

The St Regis Shanghai 
Jingan, also operated by 
Starwood, and close to the 
West Nanjing Road business 
area, is scheduled for 
completion around the same 
time. Part of a mixed-used 
development, the hotel’s 480 
rooms will be located from the 29th  
to the 59th floors, with views of the 
Shanghai skyline. An al-fresco bar, 
wellness facilities including a spa and 
2,000m2 of event space will be available. 

China’s first Bulgari hotel is also set  
for a 2017 opening in Shanghai, located  
in a riverside complex in the historic 

“The 
J-Hotel, on 
the 84th to 
110th �oor, 
will be the 

highest 
hotel in  

the world”

Coming soon (left) Shanghai Disney 
Resort; (bottom left) W Shanghai The 
Bund; (below) Shanghai Hongqiao
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